Welcome to
St. Thomas More School

Reception Class

Dear Parent/Carer
This prospectus is intended to answer any questions you might have about the
Reception class.
Our Philosophy
The philosophy of our setting is to provide a continuous, free-flow provision where every
child is considered to be unique and where they feel safe and secure, whilst becoming
confident, self-motivated, independent happy learners through their play. The classrooms
have been arranged to enable children to access resources freely. It enables them to
concentrate on developing key skills and encourages imagination to help children learn
and fulfil their potential.

The teachers and practitioners work closely alongside parents/carers and other child care
professionals. Working in partnership is essential to the well-being and development of
the children.
Learning Areas
We have one class for Reception: aged children and an additional room that is shared
with our Nursery class. When children are not with the teacher on the carpet or
participating in a small group activity, they have access to both rooms and the garden
where they explore freely.
The Curriculum
The stage of learning between birth and five years is called the Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS). Within this, your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and
demonstrating their understanding through the seven areas of learning and development.
Prime areas
1 Communication and language
2 Physical development
3 Personal, social and emotional development
Specific areas
4 Literacy
5 Mathematics
6 Understanding the world
7 Expressive arts and design

Children in Reception learn by playing and exploring, being active and through creative
and critical thinking, which takes place both indoors and outside. The seven areas are
used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The professionals teaching and
supporting your child will make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique
needs. They are designed to be really flexible so that staff can personalise your child's
learning. As a Catholic school, religious education activities follow the Archdiocese of Birmingham’s syllabus. The children are actively involved in collective worship, Bible stories
and a weekly celebration assembly.

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
Communication and Language




Listening and attention
Understanding
Speaking

Foundation Stage provides opportunities for children to talk and communicate in a range
of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, and to practise and extend their
vocabulary. The children learn rhymes, poems and stories and are read to daily. A book
is chosen for each half term and activities are planned around the book to cover other
areas of the curriculum. Children develop confidence in speaking to others and learn
skills in listening and taking turns in conversation. We encourage photos to be shared
from home on Tapestry, our online learning journey. This gives each child the opportunity
to sit at the front of the class and share their photograph on the large whiteboard.
The development of speaking, listening and understanding are vital for a child's overall
development and learning
Personal, Social and Emotional Development




Making relationships
Sense of self
Understand emotions

When children join our school, staff support the transition from home and promote an
inclusive ethos, providing opportunities for each child to become a valued member of our
community. We help children learn how to work, play and co-operate with each other. They
are encouraged to express their feelings and respect one another’s feelings. They will learn
to play and co-operate as part of a group and a class. This will involve understanding how
their behaviour will impact on others. Children will learn about a variety or cultures and
faiths. Children are encouraged to make choices about what they do and about what resources they use. Through activities and experiences, children develop independence, and
confidence. Children are encouraged to develop resilience and perseverance in all they do.

Physical Development

There are opportunities for all children to develop and practise their fine and gross motor
skills both indoors and outdoors. This includes focused games and dance activities during
PE sessions. Children have the opportunity to use a range of large and small equipment
and to move in different ways to develop awareness of their own bodies and the space
around them. They also increase their understanding of how their bodies work and how to
keep themselves healthy and safe. Children have access to a range of materials both
indoors and outdoors with which to make marks and develop hand control. We actively
promote healthy living and encourage children to taste different foods and to help with food
preparation on a regular basis.

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
Literacy



Developing reading skills
Developing writing skills

All children participate in a 20-minute phonics session, where they learn how to read and
write letters and words. You will receive detailed information about this when you start so
you can support your child at home.
Children have access to a range of fiction and non-fiction books in our cosy reading area.
They are able to choose a book to share at home each week. While children are learning
to read they take books home that match their reading level and read regularly to the
adults in the class.
Each half term we follow a book focus, where we learn how to retell the story using action
and pictures, order key events, answer questions and create different texts.
We encourage mark-making in all parts of the setting and have a variety of writing
materials indoors and outdoors. Writing includes making marks on the page to which
children give meaning; this is an important part of the writing process and should be
encouraged. Role play provides many opportunities for writing as does labelling creations
they have made. ‘Having a go’ at writing is the most important thing rather than worrying
if it is right or not. This promotes the confidence for a child to succeed as a writer. Children will write for a purpose each week supported and guided by a teacher within a small
group.

Mathematics



Developing knowledge and understanding of number
Developing understanding of shape, space and measure

Maths is taught regularly throughout the week through our chosen scheme White Rose.
This includes whole class, small group, paired and individual activities.

The children develop their understanding of number, measure, pattern, shape and space.
The activities provide a broad range of contexts in which they can explore, enjoy, learn,
practise, talk about and record their knowledge and understanding.
Our Reception maths area provides opportunities for children to extend their mathematical thinking, skills and knowledge using a range of different resources in their play.

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
Understanding the World




People and communities
The world
Technology

At St Thomas More, we are lucky to be part of a diverse community. Different cultures
and faiths are represented as we celebrate different festivals. In this way the children,
learn to be sensitive to the needs and beliefs of others. In our Foundation Stage environment there are always opportunities for children to solve problems, make decisions, experiment, predict, plan and ask questions. Children lean about the importance of different
members of our society and how they help us.
We encourage children to explore and find out about their environment, including looking
at and creating simple maps. We talk about past and present events and celebrations in
their own lives and in the lives of their family. Children begin to understand the impact
they can have on the environment and how to show care for the living things within it.
Children have access to a range of construction toys, and malleable materials and tools
with which to work and develop their building skills both indoors and outside. There are
iPad sessions where children can choose age appropriate apps that support our curriculum. We also have a light box, torches and voice recorders.

Expressive Arts and Design



Creating with materials
Being imaginative and expressive

Children can experiment with a range of artistic tools and techniques, and explore and share
their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of art and musical activities.
Children develop skills in design and technology with the opportunity to create their own
models, using a variety of materials. Children’s creativity is also developed through dance,
movement, imaginative play and weekly music activities.
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School Day
School starts at 8:45am
Lunchtime: 11:30am
School finishes 3:15pm

Settling in
We usually find that children settle quickly into Reception and become familiar with staff,
children and the environment. All the staff are here to make sure your child’s transition into
Reception is as positive and enjoyable as possible.
Daily Timetable
8:45am
8:50am
9:30am
11:50am
11:00am
11:30am
1:00pm
1:30pm
2:40 pm
2:50 pm
3:15pm

The class teacher will meet you and your child at the Foundation Stage
gate to welcome your child in.
Registration and morning prayer followed by a teaching session on the carpet
Learning through play and adult-directed activities
Tidy-up time
Teaching session on the carpet
Lunch time
Afternoon registration, teaching session on the carpet
Learning through play and adult-directed activities
Tidy-up time
Story, singing or worship
Home time

Snack
We have an open snack table that is replenished throughout the day. Children are able to
help themselves to milk and fruit independently. Staff will encourage children who have not
visited the snack table ,until they are confident accessing this area. Please bring in a filled
water bottle each day.
Lunch
All Reception children eat together in the school hall supported by familiar staff.
A hot meal is served to your child at the table free of charge, when booked through the
gateway. The link is available on our school website. https://st-thomas-more.oxon.sch.uk/
You are welcome to provide a healthy packed lunch instead. Generally children have a
sandwich, crackers or pasta with a biscuit and some fruit. Please no sweets or chocolate
bars. We have a no-nut policy in school to protect children with allergies. Please cut grapes
lengthways in case of choking.
For healthy lunch ideas please view the link below.
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/

What should my child wear?
All Reception children are required to wear a named school uniform. Please provide your
child with a PE kit in a drawstring bag. They will only need the shorts and t-shirt for the
autumn term. Details about this can be found on the school website.
https://st-thomas-more.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/school-uniform/
Please provide a complete change of clothes and a plastic bag in a drawstring bag. This
does not need to be school uniform. It can be kept on their peg and if your child becomes
wet or dirty they can change.

School shoes need to have velcro fastenings, that the children can undo and do up themselves. In the summer, children should bring a sun hat and have pre--applied sun cream
on. Please bring in a named pair of wellies to keep at school.

What if my child is ill?
If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, please inform the school office before
8:45am on 01865 373674; or send an e-mail to office@stthomas-more.org.uk. If a child
becomes unwell during a session, a first aider will assess the severity of the illness and will
phone you if necessary. t is important to remember that children who have vomited or had
diarrhoea should stay at home for at least 48 hours from the last bout before returning to
School. For any prescribed medicines administered you will need to complete a form from
the office. This includes asthma pumps.

How can we keep in touch?
Your child's teacher is available for you to speak to at the end of the day. If you would like
more than a few minutes, please ask for an appointment. We email regular Reception
newsletters with class updates about our learning and other important information.
You can use the email below to contact the class teacher with any queries, specifically
about the class or your child. rec@stthomas-more.org.uk
For any administration or lunch queries please contact the school office.

How can I find out how my child is getting on?
To find out how your child is progressing with their learning, you will be invited to two
parents’ evenings per year.
Each child has their own online learning journey through a secure system called Tapestry.
This will include photographs and observations that staff have made about some of your
child's learning and achievements. You will be given a password to access this at any
time. We encourage you to upload photos from home of your child's achievements and
experiences, so that their learning journey reflects home and school. Children are offered
the opportunity to share these photos with the class which they really enjoy.
How can I help with my child’s learning?
All the fun activities that you do with your child at home are important in supporting their
learning and development, and have a lasting effect on your child’s learning.
Our regular newsletters will inform you about what we are doing at school. We would love
to hear when your child can do something new that you haven't seen or heard before.
What if my child needs extra help?
We recognise that children have diverse learning styles and needs. We use a wide range
of teaching strategies based on these needs and provide a safe and supportive learning
environment.
Some children may be identified as having special educational needs. These children
need extra help if they are able to develop their full potential and gain full access to the
early years curriculum. If this is the case, you will be supported by our school SENCO Mrs
Skertchy as well as your class teacher.

What if my child speaks English as an additional language?
Children who start with English as an additional language will receive extra help from
staff. They will work in small groups, playing games, singing songs and reading stories to
reinforce basic vocabulary linked to work and to develop the children’s confidence in
speaking. The language skills of all children are valued in the Foundation Stage and children are encouraged to contribute in their own languages and to teach the class the basic
words.

We are very much looking forward to welcoming you and your child. We hope you
and your family enjoy your time at St Thomas Catholic More Primary School.
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