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Dear Parents/Carers,
Well it is the end of another year and we have said our goodbyes to the Year 6 children that are leaving, as well as
other children leaving us for pastures new. We also say good bye to Mr Guile and to Miss Langford and thank them
for all they have done and wish them all the best for the future.
The Year 6 assembly was wonderful this morning and it was great to see so many parents and families here to
support them. On behalf of all the staff and governors I would like to thank all of the children for their
contributions to the school and wider community and wish them every happiness as they enter a new chapter in
their learning journey.
I would like to thank the Friends of St Thomas More for all that they do for the children. They work tirelessly and
have raised a lot of money for the school. The recent sales of lollies, sold after, school has raised over £500 and so
the children will be getting an outdoor table tennis for the playground come September. I would like to thank all
the families that continue to support the school in so many different ways, it is really appreciated. Thank you to all
the staff and governors for all that they do for the children and families across the school. They deserve a very
good rest as do the children too.
I wish everyone a really wonderful holiday with family and friends.
Kind regards,
Breda Bowles

Prayer
Lord, thank you for the unique gifts of every child as they transition into a new school year. Fill each student with
fresh enthusiasm and a heart that is excited to learn and grow. Cover them with your enduring love, give them
confidence and grace, and equip them with the ability to persevere through trials. Bless their parents, carers and
family with the strength to support their growth. Bless their teachers with wisdom, understanding and a heart to
serve as they embark on the journey together. Amen.

Parent Governor Election Results:
The results from the parent governor elections are in. Thank you to all who voted- 89 people voted! As you know, we had five
people applying for the post. Originally, we had one post of parent governor but due to recent changes we now have two
posts. The election was very competitive with every parent bringing excellent and different skills to the table.
Becky Considine and Paige Newmark have been elected into post. We look forward to them joining the governing body team
in September. There are still areas in school that can use volunteer input. Please contact us and see how you can help school!

The Certificate of Achievement and Principal’s Award
These awards are given out weekly for outstanding efforts; children will be named here in each newsletter!

Certificates:
Year 1: Raihaan Anoop, Sophia Da Silva, Raul Gill Coin & Noah Newmark
Year 2: Maksymilian Kolton, Oliver Upellini, Anderson Soares, Liam Ewers, Isabella Kandola and
Annabelle Hardy
Year 3: Amy Lord, Bonnie Greenslade, Arthur Cutayar and Lizbeth Michael
Year 4: Harley Elford, Max Bryars, Do Yun Kim and Joel Onakpoya
Year 5: Shaliz Torabi Kachoosangi, Laura De Jesus, Diego De Ponte Gomez and Roan Evans
Year 6: Joshua Bailey Leonardo Luppi
A big congratulations to Catalina Ray, Jacob Thistlewood, Anthony Henry, Roan Evans, Teo
Pradeep and Jacob Clarke for coming 1st place in the BGN Maths Challenge.

Also, a recognition to all these students for their out of school achievements.

A huge thank you to Year 6 for hosting the Wimbledon Café. The event was well attended and huge thank you
to all the ‘Friends’ of St Thomas More for their help to organise it and all the parents and carers for suppling the
delicious food to be created and served by the children like Eton Mess, Strawberries Skewer with giant
Marshmallow and refreshments.
The children had lots of fun with a game of ‘Hit the Balls into the Bucket’, ‘Guess how many sweets in Jar’ and
playing tennis in our playground!
All the money will go toward items to improve the children's environment and education. If you would like to get
involved in raising money for the school, your input and ideas would be warmly welcome. Please feel free to
contact Friends St Thomas More friendsstm@dbmac.org.uk or simply come along to the next Friends meeting in
September.
The winners of ‘How many balls are in the bucket’ were Ben and Isaac(it was a tie)in year 5 and Alice in Year 2.
The winner for how many Sweetie’s in the jar was Liam in year 2.
A final Thank you to our local shops that also supported our event, again without this extreme generosity, these
events wouldn’t happen:
* Ryan and his team at the Co op, Oxford Road, Kidlington
* Jan and her team in Tescos, High St, Kidlington

Year 6 had the responsibility of planning and leading the
final whole school Mass of this academic year. The Mass was
celebrated by Father Prem and was attended by all the pupils
in Years Reception to 6 and by many parishioners and Year 6
parents. The children, as always, behaved with reverence and
sang the hymns well helping make this celebration a very
special one for our Year 6 pupils who will leave St Thomas
More at the end of this term. Year 6 read the readings and
bidding prayers with clarity, understanding and meaning. A big
thank you to David and Erin for reading from Scripture and to
Leonardo, Josie, Toby, Tanya, Jack and Savia for reading the
bidding prayers. Well done too to Geleno and Zoe for doing the
offertory. Before the Mass was ended, Fr Prem presented each
of the Year 6 pupils with a St Thomas More medal. This token
is a something they will all cherish and a very special
reminder for all they have learned during their time with us
here at St Thomas More. We pray that each and every one will
be guided and lead a faith-filled, bright future.

Year 2 Class Circus Assembly
Year 2 performed a wonderful circus theme assembly on Friday 6th July. There was
lots of singing and dancing as well as fun with mischievous clowns! We all worked
very hard to ensure that the message that we are all different and unique was
shared with our audience. If you think about it we are all different. God created us
all with unique features, personalities, and traits. Give thanks to God because He
created you to do great things.
Father God, we thank you that we are all different.
Life would be so boring if we were all the same.
Help us to embrace difference.
Help us to celebrate difference.
Help me to be a good friend.
Let us always remember that it’s OK to be different.
Amen.
Mrs Hudson-Ford and Year 2

“Friends” of St Thomas More with the help of parents and carers have raised £580, from the
ice lollies sales.
Thank you all for your support, with this event we were able to buy for our children this so much
wanted tennis table.

Without your support it wouldn’t have happened!
Huge thank you from “Friends” of STM

Festival of Voices Performers raising money for Save The Children
On Monday 18th of June, Mrs Lopez and Miss Castle took 13 members of our choir to
sing at the festival of voices at Dorchester Abbey. At the end of each performance, a
collection is made which is then donated to Save The Children. On the day of our
performance, £408. 37 was raised. A huge thank you to all those who attended and
donated.

£2530.00 was the total amount.

The word gap: How to build your child’s vocabulary at
home
A recent report published by Oxford University Press in May 2018, Why the Word Gap Matters , revealed
that there's an increasing number of children at primary and secondary school who have a limited
vocabulary – a word gap. During the research, 67% of primary school teachers said that broadening
pupils' vocabulary is a high priority. Find out more about the report, why the word gap matters and what
you can do at home to help your child's vocabulary in our blog post: The word gap: How to build your
child’s vocabulary at home.

Our school needs you! Help us win £5,000 of National Book
Tokens for the school library - and get £100 for yourself! Just
enter the competition online, it only takes a
minute: http://po.st/schools18

Please log on to Spelling Shed during the summer holidays to practise your
spellings. There will be a competition to see which children can score the most
points on the leader board during the holidays. The winner will be announced
early in September during assembly. Look out for your spelling lists that your
current class teacher will set.

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html

The whole school celebrated the Feast Day of Saints Peter and Saint
Paul on Friday 29th June.

Year 1 took on the challenge of planning and leading the whole
school Mass, which was a holyday of obligation. They were
supported by pupils from Year 6. The Mass was celebrated by
Fr Prem and Father Gerard and was attended by all the pupils
in Reception and Years 1 to 6 and by many of our parishioners
too. The children, as always, behaved with reverence and
participated well. Year 1 did the readings, read the
Responsorial Psalm, Gospel Acclamation and bidding prayers.
A big thank you goes to Josie from Year 6 for reading the first
reading. Well done to Mithra and Jay for reading the second
reading and Daniel G for reading the Gospel Acclamation.
Thank you to William, Ameya, Sophia and Viktoria for reading
the Responsorial Psalm and to those children who read the
Bidding Prayers. Thank you to Mania and Ethan for
processing with the offertory so carefully.

On Wednesday 4th July Year 3 held their final class
prayer service of the year for parents. The children had
previously worked in pairs to select/write the theme,
scripture, music and prayers for the prayer service. The
theme which many pairs decided upon was FRIENDSHIP.
Friendship has been very important to us in Year 3 this
year and it was a special choice. As part of the Prayer
Service we shared the story of the friendship between
Peter and Jesus. Peter was very significant during the
life of Jesus and for many years afterward too. During
Jesus’ life Peter was noticeable, more often than not,
because of his mistakes. Yet Jesus forgave him over and
over. Peter said that he would stand by Jesus’ side until
death. Jesus knew that Peter would deny Him. All four of
the gospels record Peter’s denial but in John 21 before
the Ascension of the Lord, he shows compassion and
forgiveness to Peter, just like we all should do.

The service was, as always, wonderfully well attended by
Year 3 parents and we thank you all for coming to share
our thoughts, hopes and prayers.

On the weekend of July 21/22 Koen Ayran and Kiet Luc from Year 6 attended the National Marathon
Championships in Reading to compete in kayak races for their club Oxford Falcons. The 'Nationals'
happens once a year and attracts some of the best kayak racers from the UK so competition is always
fierce!
Kiet was in the first race of Saturday and went against 17 other boys in the Lightning category. Kiet
worked very hard and challenged one of the boys for second place from beginning to the end, and
narrowly missed 2nd place by 4 seconds! An excellent and hard fought 3rd place for Kiet.
Soon after Kiet, Koen started his race in the Under 12 category, competing with 19 other boys. The race
was long and gruelling but Koen pushed on with determination and managed 5th place - just out of
medal position by under a minute. Being in the top 5 from a group of 20 excellent racers is still a great
achievement so well done to Koen!
In contrast to Saturday's singles races, those on Sunday were all doubles. Kiet's teammate was from a
different club and he had just met her the day before. Despite only being able to practice for half an
hour, the duo raced together like best friends and achieved a stunning victory! Many of the other teams
were from the same clubs and had plenty of time to prepare and practice for the race. To beat them all
is just incredible!
Koen's race was after Kiet's and it was again a very tough competition. Fortunately Koen and his
teammate were well prepared and their hard work and training showed. They managed an excellent 3rd
place. Well done Koen!
Kiet and Koen will be moving on to Secondary school in September but would like their experience to
inspire others in St. Thomas More to take up sport, work hard and strive to achieve their very best. Kiet
only started racing last September and was regularly last place! Koen fell out of the boat and into the
water in his first race! They both carried on and overcame their difficulties, and now they are both
winning medals!
Good luck to Koen and Kiet in Year 7 when they start their new schools!

Children are now allowed to wear their summer uniform.
Now the warmer weather has arrived children are taking off layers
of clothing as the weather is changeable. Please ensure that all
items of clothing (both uniform and non-uniform) are clearly
labelled with your child’s name so we can reunite any lost property.
Please apply sun cream before bringing your child to school and
ensure that they have a water bottle and sun hat.
 If your child is ill and not going to be in school, please ensure
you contact the office before 9:30am for safeguarding reasons.
 Please ensure a cycle helmet is worn
There is strictly

NO parking in the following places: This is for the safety of all children,

please take extra time to find a safe place to drop your children off or park.

1. School Car Park
2. In front of the School Entrance
3. On the Road in front of the Newsagents
This is a reminder about healthy snacks for
morning break. KS1 are provided with free fruit.

Health and safety reminder:
NO earrings
Hair MUST be tied back

Please can KS2 children be provided with a
healthy snack which is either fresh fruit or
vegetables or dried fruit.

After School Clubs:Monday-KS2 FOOTBALL 3:15-4:30
- CROCHET CLUB 3:15-4:15
Tuesday- KS2 TAG RUGBY 3:15-4:30
Wednesday – TABLE TENNIS 3.15 – 4.15 (specific Change For Life groups)
Thursday –Y3/4 Netball Skills 3.15 - 4.30
Friday- Y5/6 DODGBALL 3.15 - 4.15
Boogie Break times –Mon-Thurs in hall during morning break
Sports Leader activities KS1 – every lunchtime on playground

St Thomas More School aims to provide more and higher quality opportunities to take part in
sport and physical activity before school, during lunchtime and after school, and to develop
effective pathways between schools and sports clubs in the local community. If you feel you
may be able to offer any support to enhance our current provision please contact the office. We
would be very grateful for your support.

Sessions for Breakfast Club are: 7.30am – 8.50am @ £5.00 per child per day
Sessions for After School Club: Full Session 3.15pm – 6pm @ £9.00 per child per day
Half Session 3.15pm -4.30pm @£7.50 per child per day
Adhoc Session £10.50 Full Session and £9 Half Session
Activities available include board games, card games, arts and crafts, pool table,
computer games, TV, outside sports
If you have requested a session all payments can be made via School Gate Way
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login
You are all welcome to have a look around, if you are interested in a place for your
child/children please enquire at the school office for further information

